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Introduction

W

hen I graduated from a university in England and received my
postgraduate certification for teaching, I taught comparative
religion. It was very difficult for me to compare Jesus Christ
with other religious teachers, since He was the God-man while others
were mere men. I often ended up preaching rather than teaching. It
was not long before I left teaching and went to a theological school
in the United States to study for the ministry. All the other religions
taught things about God or the Ultimate but did not actually reveal
God as Jesus did. Jesus was the God who had assumed our nature.
Sadhu Sundar Singh was a Sikh born in 1889 who later converted to
Christianity at the age of 15. On one occasion he visited a Hindu college
and was aggressively questioned by a Hindu lecturer as to what he
found in Christianity that his old religion did not have.
“I have Christ,” he replied.

“Yes, I know,” continued the lecturer impatiently, “but what particular
principle or doctrine have you found that you did not have before?”
“The particular thing I found,” replied Sundar Singh “is Christ.”1

1
Quoted in John Stott, The Incomparable Christ (Downers
Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 16.
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Jesus Christ is no dead prophet or teacher who lived in the past. He
is God in the flesh who came to rescue man from his lost condition.
He alone can save man for He alone is qualified to do so. In this
booklet we will show why only Jesus is a sufficient Savior for all
mankind. We first have to understand what man’s problem is before
we can appreciate the remedy. “Are there not many religions each
proclaiming to have the remedy to mankind’s ills?” How can anyone
assert that there is only one Savior? We hope to supply the answer to
this most important question.

8
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1
there is only one god who is holy & just

T

here is one sun that shines over the whole earth. One moon reflects
the sun over the earth. There is only one God who has created all

things. This one God has not left us to guess about Himself, but

has revealed Himself in Scripture. In pantheism, which teaches that

the whole world is God, there is no room really for either a personal

relationship, or ultimately any distinction between good and evil, for

all that exists is God. In atheism, which teaches there is no God, we
have no explanation why there is a universal consciousness of guilt.
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments reveal that there is only

one God, the Creator of all things, and one who is holy and just. Look
at the following passages for these truths:

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
Leviticus 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and
ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
Isaiah 40:25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.
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1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
Psalm 7:9 Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for
the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.
Jeremiah 12:1 Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with
thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all
they happy that deal very treacherously?
Psalm 11:7 For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold
the upright.
We have examined these truths in the previous booklets on “What is
God?” and “What is God Like?” You may turn to them for a fuller view

of the God of the Scriptures. The truth that there is only one God who is
holy and just means He alone can both tell us our problem and dictate
a solution. In all other religions we have teachers who tell us about

God, but they can never relate us to God - only to ideas about God.

Only in Christianity do we have God assuming our nature permanently

in the person of Jesus Christ. It is for this reason that Jesus’ words to
Philip make sense:

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and
from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us
the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you,
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and
how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
We see much evil in the world. If God is the only Creator and He is holy
and just, how do we explain the present condition in which man finds
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himself? The answer is that man is not as God originally made him, but
what man is as a result of sin.
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2
man created good but now fallen

W

e have dealt in previous booklets with how God made man in His
own image. Mankind was to reflect God in knowledge, holiness,
and righteousness. Man was created to live in fellowship with
God and to serve Him with all his heart. Man fell by his disobedience
(see the booklet entitled “The Greatest Catastrophe”) and is now
under the just wrath of God. The position in which man finds himself
is not because he is evolving to a higher state, but is a result of having
fallen from the perfect state in which he was originally created.
God created the first man Adam and placed him in the Garden of
Eden. God gave him a command that he could eat from every tree in
the garden except one. It was to test Adam whether he would obey
God simply because God had commanded it. Man disobeyed and the
penalty was death, not only physical, but spiritual and eternal death.
This death came upon all mankind for Adam represented all mankind.

Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
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Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins
have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their
throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps
is under their lips: 14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift
to shed blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 17 And the way of peace have
they not known: 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Mankind is now under the just wrath of God because of his sin. Sin is
lack of conformity to God’s law or any transgression of it. The Bible
teaches that mankind lies under the just wrath of God and he will
perish in that state unless a Savior is found who can satisfy God’s
justice and set him free.

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire.
If there is no God, as atheists claim, then death will be the end. If
Hinduism is correct, that man’s problem is to escape the continual
cycle of rebirths, then rigorous self-discipline is the solution. But if
man’s predicament is rebellion against a holy and just God, then the
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only remedy is found in the salvation wrought for us by Jesus Christ in His sufferings and death, and proclaimed in the gospel.2

2
Harold Netland, Encountering Religious Pluralism (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 346.
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3
only jesus qualifies
as savior of sinners

I

f there is only one God, and if sin is an offence against God, then
only He can dictate what will satisfy His justice. One thing God
could not do was pardon sin without any satisfaction. You may say,
“Since God has no one higher, why could He not simply pardon sin?”
There are many religions which teach exactly that. But pardon in such
religions can only be at the expense of justice. The God of the Bible is
both holy and just. He cannot forgive sin, because He is always true to
His character.

Now there was no obligation upon God to save any sinner. He would
have been just had He condemned all mankind to eternal death for
his rebellion. In fact, that is exactly what God did when the angels
rebelled. God consigned them to punishment (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6).
But God manifested His grace in providing a Savior for sinners. But
who could that Savior be? He could not be a mere man, for all men
were sinners. They had sinned in their representative Adam. A sinner
could no longer fulfill God’s holy law, nor bear the penalty that our sin
deserved. An angel who had not sinned could not be a Savior, for he
could not bear the eternal wrath of God and ever come out of it alive.
It seemed there was no way out of this dilemma. But thanks be to God.
He found a way. The way was costly to God, but absolutely free for
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sinners. It was the sending of His Son to bear our penalty and to work
out a perfect righteousness in which Adam had failed. This shows
how the doctrine of the Trinity is so important for our salvation. You
see, God as God cannot die and man, even perfect man, could never
exhaust the wrath of God. It required God to become man and this is
exactly what the second Person of the Trinity became in order to be a
perfect Savior for our needs.
Let us consider Jesus’ qualifications. First, He had to be perfect in order
to be acceptable to God as our representative. Jesus was without sin.
He could challenge His opponents with these words, “Which of you
convicts me of sin?” No answer was forthcoming. His own disciples,
who knew Him well, testify of His sinlessness:

1 Peter 1:19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot:
1 Peter 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
1 John 3:5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.
Second, Jesus had to be God in order to mediate between God and
man. This is made clear in the opening verses of John’s gospel:

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God.
John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
John 10:30 I and my Father are one.
John 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus;

18
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Third, He had to be fully man to represent man and to die for our sin,
since God cannot die. Jesus did not assume the disguise of a man,
but permanently took our nature. He was born of woman and dwelt
among men. He was born in the likeness of sinful flesh, but without
sin. The writer of Hebrews says:

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.
These qualifications meant He could fully pay for sin, not simply for
one person, but for as many as God had chosen to save from all eternity.
Being God, His sacrifice was of infinite worth. Being God, He could pay
man’s penalty in a short time, for who can plumb the depths of His
sufferings? Once He paid the penalty, He would rise from the dead,
to apply His salvation to sinners by His Word and Spirit. Consider
how He fulfilled His mission as we look at His three-fold office as our
mediator—prophet, priest and king.
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4
jesus more than a prophet

A

majority of mankind believes man is basically good. Men are
offended if you tell them that they are pervasively evil. One of
the consequences of the fall is that mankind is blind to their
own condition. Jesus has to enlighten them as well as save them from
sin. Jesus is not just one prophet among many, but He is unique as a
prophet. He never says that the word of the Lord came to me, or “thus
says God”, but He speaks by His own authority. Whereas the earlier
prophets spoke about God and revealed things about Him, Jesus was
the focus of all the prophets (Luke 24:25-27, 44-47; 1 Peter 1:10-12).
Many today teach that Jesus was a prophet like other prophets in
the world, but it is simply not true to what Scripture teaches. Robert
Letham writes,
He is infinitely greater than any of the prophets. His
teaching has an authority of its own. Their authority
was only derivative.

Moreover, Jesus regards his own teaching as the
criterion God will use for the final judgment. While his
purpose in coming into the world was to save rather
than to condemn, for those who continue to reject him,
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his very words will be their judge at the last day (Jn.
12:47-50; cf. Lk. 9:26). Underlining this (once again) is
that Jesus speaks what the Father tells him.3

Some religions teach that Jesus is one prophet among many, but they
don’t claim that He is the greatest. Scripture teaches that Jesus is not
only the last prophet, but that He is superior to them all since He is the
incarnate Son of God. He is God’s last word to mankind. If we do not
listen to Him, then we are lost forever. The writer of the biblical book
of Hebrews declares:

Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto
the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by
the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high; 4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.
This means that what Jesus said will decide our destiny. Hear then
what the final and greatest prophet taught as to how we can come to
God.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.
John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I
will in no wise cast out.

3
Robert Letham, The Work of Christ (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1993), 93.
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John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and
I will raise him up at the last day.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.
Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
These are sufficient to point out that Jesus being the God-man is well
qualified to be the Savior of all mankind. He both reveals our sin, and
points to Himself as our Savior. When Jesus appears on the Mount of
Transfiguration with Moses and Elijah, and Peter wants to build three
tabernacles to capture the moment, a voice is heard from heaven,
“This is my beloved Son; listen ye to Him.” It is well for us to pay heed
to Jesus Christ for He is above all the prophets that history has ever
known.
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5
jesus as the superior
& final high priest

I

n the Old Testament the tribe of Levi was appointed to serve in the
tabernacle, and later in the temple. The priesthood was reserved
for Aaron and his descendants. The high priesthood belonged to the
eldest son Eleazer. He offered sacrifice for sin first for himself, and
then also for the people. The Old Testament sacrifices could never
accomplish what they aimed at – namely, the removal of sin. The
reasons are many. Let me give a few, as to why the human priesthood
was insufficient to provide satisfaction for sin.

First, all human priests were mortal and therefore required someone to
follow after them. A perfect priesthood required one whose priesthood
would never end. Second, all human priests are themselves sinful.
This is the reason why they had to sacrifice for themselves first before
offering a sacrifice for the people. Third, there was a multiplicity of
sacrifices. They were repeated day after day, month after month, and
year after year. A perfect sacrifice would occur once, and avail for
all without need of repetition. Fourth, the sacrifice operated on the
principle of substitution. But the Old Testament sacrifices of animals
were inadequate to substitute for moral violations. The perfect
sacrifice would be of one who was man, and without sin.4

4
Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, Interpreting Prophecy (Hughes,
Philip Edgcumbe, 1976), 72-73.
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In contrast to all human priests, our Lord comes from another order
of priesthood. He comes from the order of Melchizedek which is
forever. Jesus was a High Priest who was without sin. Jesus made one
sacrifice that was perfect and therefore never needed to be repeated.
The sacrifice that Jesus made was not of an animal which could never
take away sin, but of Himself. These are all spelled out in the book of
Hebrews:

Hebrews 7:14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses
spake nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the
similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made, not after the law
of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. 17 For he testifieth, Thou
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 18 For there is verily a disannulling of
the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. 19 For the
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw
nigh unto God. 20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 21 (For those
priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The
Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:)
22
By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 23 And they truly were many
priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: 24 But this man,
because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them. 26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 27 Who needeth not
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the
people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 28 For the law maketh men high
priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh
the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.
Jesus Christ is the only Savior of mankind, because He alone brings
a sacrifice that satisfies God. He alone could lay down His life for
us because it was His prerogative. No creature can do that for the
creature’s life belongs to God. Jesus by His sacrifice paid the penalty
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that sin deserved and also by His life, earned a righteousness that
would give sinners a title to heaven. In the Bible we read the following
interpretation of Jesus’ death:

1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
to give his life a ransom for many.
Jesus is a perfect Savior for all mankind. He alone lived a perfect life of
obedience in word, thought and deed. He not only fulfilled the law for
his people perfectly, but paid the penalty they deserved by his death
on the cross. He was not a victim, but willingly laid down His life as
a ransom for many (John 10:11, 17-18). Surely He, who was Master
over the winds and waves so that He could still the sea, was able to
overcome sinners. He who was Master over disease, demons and
death, had power to wipe out His enemies. He submitted to the death
of the cross as a Substitute for sinners, in order that sinners might be
saved from the wrath of God. Jesus is unique as High Priest for He is
not only one who makes a sacrifice, but is Himself the sacrifice, and
because He is divine, He is able to bear the full wrath of God. Therefore
He is able to save all that come unto Him.
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6
jesus as king and lord

J

esus Christ is not a dead Savior. He rose from the dead. Death could
not have power over Him. He completed the work the Father had
given Him. After the mission was complete God exalted Him.

Philippians 2:6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Jesus Himself announced to His disciples that He had been given all
power in heaven and earth. He sends them to the ends of the earth to
disciple the nations (Matthew 28:18-20). Though focused on mankind,
His kingship is cosmic in scope. His sacrifice actually affects the whole
cosmos. Paul expounds this theme in Colossians:

Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
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were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the
Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 20 And, having made peace through the blood
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven.
Jesus as the risen Lord subdues our hearts by his Spirit which is sent
by Him into the hearts of sinners. Jesus as King has all power to subdue
the greatest sinners and make them into His willing subjects. We see
this in the conversion of Saul of Tarsus who was out to destroy the
Church but was made the greatest apostle to the Gentiles. It is because
Jesus has been given all power in heaven and earth that sinners can
know that He will bring all his promises to pass. He has promised to
save all those who come unto Him, and He will.
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7
jesus as savior of all mankind
The wonder of the work of Jesus Christ is that it affects people who
lived before He actually came into the world. No sooner had Adam
our first parent and representative fallen, than Christ came to him in
the garden promising him hope through the woman’s seed. The first
promise of the gospel was the announcement of a future deliverer.

Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Jesus was prefigured in the Old Testament in persons, places and
things. He is symbolized in the offices of prophet, priest and king. He
is symbolized in the temple in which the glory of God is manifested.
He is prefigured in the sacrifices which pointed to the perfect sacrifice
in Jesus Christ. The Old Testament believers received salvation by
believing in the promises and looking for their fulfillment in the
future. Those believers, who live after the death and resurrection
of Jesus, look back to His completed work. Abraham rejoiced to see
Christ in the ram that was caught in the bush as Abraham was called to
sacrifice Isaac, his only son. Moses we are told, gave up the treasures
of Egypt for Christ. David called Jesus Lord, though Jesus would be a
descendant of David in terms of his human nature.
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John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 57
Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?
58
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
Hebrews 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.
Psalm 110:1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool.
Jesus Christ is the only Savior of mankind, for He alone has met all
the requirements to qualify. No other being was good enough, or
strong enough to deal with our sins. He alone is able to overcome
our foe Satan, and destroy his works (1 John 3:8). He alone has paid
the penalty of sin by His sufferings and death. His sacrifice alone was
accepted by God, who raised Him from the dead. Jesus alone can apply
that salvation to sinners by the Spirit the Father has given Him. It
is by the Spirit that those dead in sin are given new birth. Faith and
repentance is a gift given by Christ through the Spirit enabling us to
embrace the gospel that is preached to us. In the remaining portion of
this booklet, I would like to show how Jesus is One who is a complete
Savior and no one should despair that he cannot be saved.
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8
jesus the savior of outcasts

J

esus did not despise any man or woman however bad a situation
they were in. How could He? He had made them. Yes, sin had its
effects on fallen mankind but Jesus had compassion on those whom
society despised. We see it especially in this incident with a leper.

Mark 1:40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him,
and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 41 And Jesus, moved with
compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.
42
And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleansed.
Jesus could have healed him by a word, but He manifested His
compassion by touching him. We also see it in how He welcomed
sinners. On one occasion when He was in the house of Simon the
Pharisee, He allowed a prostitute to wash his feet and wipe them
with her hair, to the amazement of his host (Luke 7:36-50). Jesus so
welcomed people who were despised and considered the rejects of
society that he earned the title, “friend of sinners”. What a comfort
that is to all who by the Spirit, have come to see their true condition
as sinners before God. In many societies such people have no hope
and are considered cursed of God. Jesus is a Savior who welcomes all
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without exception. Friend, the only people who do not need a Savior
like Jesus, are the self-righteous.

Jesus is a Savior not only to those who are physically or morally
outcasts but also those who are possessed of the devil. In the western
world many do not believe in the devil, yet so much demonic activity
is taking place today. The devil is real and his power keeps many in
bondage, but Jesus destroyed the works of the devil, and set men and
women free from his power. We see this illustrated in the story of the
Gadarene demoniac:

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the
Gadarenes. 2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man
could bind him, no, not with chains: 4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters
and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken
in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the
mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 6 But when he saw
Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that
thou torment me not. 8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 9
And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for
we are many. 10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the
country. 11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.
12
And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter
into them. 13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and
entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they
were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 14 And they that fed the swine fled,
and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was
done. 15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had
the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.
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Jesus ministered to people who suffered from every kind of disease
and He does so even today. We read in Matthew’s gospel, “Jesus went
about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
kingdom of God, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people” (Matthew 4:23). These healings point to
the fact that He is the Savior of our bodies as well as our souls. One day
He will raise our mortal bodies and they will be perfect.
In some religions sickness is seen as the result of what you have done
in a previous life. This explanation not only offers no hope to the
sufferer but actually gives reason for others to neglect him. Our Lord
went about healing all manner of disease. In fact, our Lord has inspired
His disciples to help alleviate suffering. It was our Lord’s example of
touching the leper that led Father Damien to minister to lepers on the
island of Molokai. He ministered to them in cleaning their water supply
and building churches. He was a true friend to them. John Stott tells
how his ministry ended. “This selfless ministry continued for sixteen
years, until one Sunday morning in 1885 during church worship the
congregation was stunned when he began his sermon with the words,
‘We lepers…’ indicating that he had contracted the disease himself. He
died on Molokai in 1889.”5

5

Stott, The Incomparable Christ, 144.
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9
jesus savior of women & children
The Bible tells us both men and women are made in the image of God.
(Genesis 1:26)

Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
Yet in the ancient world women were generally despised. It is true that
in many cultures around the world women are oppressed, abused,
and regarded as the property of their husbands. In some cultures
polygamy exists (a man having more than one wife) yet the reverse is
considered a crime. In some cultures, if a woman does not bear a male
child, it is reason for divorcing her, or doing away with her in some
way. Even today it happens, when it is well known that in fact the man
determines the sex of a child. In India it was the case that a widow
would burn on the funeral pyre of her husband. The woman was not
considered to be an independent person, but derived her meaning
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from her husband. How different is our Savior’s attitude to women.
Our Savior had respect for women. We see how He often found shelter
in the home of Mary and Martha and commended women learning
from Him. Jesus had compassion on the widow of Nain who had lost
her only son, and He raised her son (Luke 7:11-17).
We see the compassion of our Lord in the case of the woman brought
to Him who had been caught in the act of adultery. We read of our
Savior,

John 8:1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the morning he came again
into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3
And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when
they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in
adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be
stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to
accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though
he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said
unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again
he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by
their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last:
and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted
up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine
accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto
her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.
Jesus is a Savior of women as well as men. Whatever treatment you
may have had from sinful men, be assured Jesus loves you with an
everlasting love. He gave His life not only for men but also women.
Both women and men followed Him. Women were found at the foot
of the cross, and they were early at His tomb to anoint His body. Jesus
is the Savior who restores their dignity. He manifested Himself on the
resurrection morning first to a woman (Luke 23:49, 55-56; 24:1).
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Just like today so in the past, many children were exposed to the
elements when they were unwanted. Millions of children are killed
in western civilization because they are seen as inconvenient. Jesus
was incensed because the disciples hindered the children from being
brought to Him. He loved children and welcomed them and took them
up into His arms and blessed them.

Luke 18:15 And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when
his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.
17
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child
shall in no wise enter therein.
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10
jesus is savior of the working man

T

he world’s greatest religious teachers have either come from
aristocratic families, or been soldiers, or retired from the world in

order to seek enlightenment. Jesus is unique in that He came to live

among us and die for our sins. In the world those of lower occupations
are often despised by those who have reached a higher economic

status. The rich and wealthy often despise and maltreat those who
are mere laborers. Jesus was not a statesman, nor a member of the
Sanhedrin, but He was a carpenter in the village of Nazareth (Matthew

13:55; Mark 6:3). He was an apprentice to His adoptive father Joseph.
After Joseph died, He assumed the care of the family and provided

for them. The Romans and Greeks despised manual labor. Our Savior
honored all labor by Himself becoming a laboring man. John Stott
quoting James Stalker writes, “Theologically speaking, ‘it would be

difficult to exhaust the significance of the fact that God chose for his

Son, when he dwelt among men, out of all possible positions in which
he might have placed him, the lot of a working man. It stamped men’s
common toils with everlasting honour.”6

6

John Stott, The Incomparable Christ, 141.
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Some ancient religions restricted themselves to intellectuals.
Religious learning may be limited to a particular caste in society. But

Jesus Christ came to save men and women and children from every
class. He identified with them even in the occupation He chose. Men

often judge one another based on the work they do. A laborer may be

ashamed even to speak in a setting where everyone is boasting of his
own important occupation. There need be no shame, for Jesus was a

laborer at the carpenter’s bench. The gospel calls all men, but some
consider themselves so important that they do not see their need of

the gospel. Hear the apostle Paul as to whom the gospel reaches, and
take comfort for yourself:

Corinthians 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.
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11
jesus the resurrected savior

A

ll the rest of the world’s religious leaders are dead. We can visit
their burial sites. But the tomb of Jesus is empty, for He rose
on the third day. He was seen alive by his disciples and by five
hundred all at one time. He ate and drank and taught His disciples for
a full forty days before His appearances ended. He ascended to the
Father fifty days after His resurrection. On the day of Pentecost He
sent the Holy Spirit to the Church.
The resurrection means that Jesus is alive and carrying on His ministry
by the Spirit. It also means that all who are united to Him will one
day receive resurrection bodies and dwell with Him forever. Religions
of the world may give some comfort until death, but they have no
guarantee of what awaits its followers after. Jesus Christ has overcome
death and all who trust in Him have no need to fear death.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
16
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
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John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
1 Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
There are those in this life who are born with a defect that prevents
them from living a normal life. Others have suffered in an accident and
will never have the use of an arm or leg. Some have been paralyzed
and will never be able to do the things they used to do. Does Jesus give
hope to these? Yes, my friend, He has hope for all. John Stott tells about
Joni Eareckson, an athletic American girl who at the age of seventeen
had a diving accident which left her a quadriplegic, paralyzed from
the neck down. It was the hope of the resurrection that gave her the
will to live. On one occasion she was attending a meeting when the
speaker asked everyone to kneel. She wept since she could not. Then
she remembered the resurrection. She wrote:

7

Sitting there, I was reminded that in heaven I will be
free to jump up, dance, kick, and do aerobics. And
although I’m sure Jesus will be delighted to watch me
rise on tiptoe, there is something I plan to do that may
please him more. If possible, somewhere, sometime
before the party gets going, sometime before the guests
are called to the banquet table at the Wedding Feast of
the Lamb, the first thing I plan to do on resurrected
legs is to drop on grateful, glorified knees. I will quietly
kneel at the feet of Jesus.7

John Stott, The Incomparable Christ, 159, 162.
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Jesus will not only give perfect bodies to those who now for various
reasons suffer a handicap, but He will also raise the bodies of His
people who have died. Death is no barrier to the Savior, for He has
overcome death and robbed it of its sting. Men on earth may boast but
when death draws near their boasting comes to nothing. A child of
God can boast for Jesus has won the victory over death. Listen to the
testimony of Scripture:

John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this?
1 Corinthians 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption;
it is raised in incorruption: 43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in
weakness; it is raised in power: 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
1 Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly.
Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things
unto himself.
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12
how can jesus be my savior?

T

he world’s religions teach that if you follow the good path you will
achieve salvation. The Bible teaches that no man is good or can
do good unless he is first changed in his whole nature. Look at
the following Scripture passages which show that man is pervasively
sinful.

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who
can know it?
Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye
also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.
Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.
1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their
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throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps
is under their lips: 14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift
to shed blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 17 And the way of peace have
they not known: 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Not only is mankind pervasively evil in all areas of his life, he is unable
to do anything to gain salvation. He is not even able to believe on
his own, for man’s heart by nature hates God. Hear the testimony of
Scripture on man’s total inability even to believe on Jesus for salvation.

Matthew 7:17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit.
Luke 6:43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit. 44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do
not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. 45 A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart
his mouth speaketh.
John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him:
and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me.
Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
Given these facts, how can anyone believe in Jesus Christ for salvation?
This highlights the wonderful Savior Jesus Christ is. He is the one who
gives His Spirit to work through His Word to bring us to Himself.
Salvation is completely from beginning to end, the work of God. It is
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not as if Jesus has provided salvation by His life and death and now it
is completely up to us to take it. If that were the case, no one would!
By His work, Jesus Christ secured the Holy Spirit who would apply the
salvation worked out by Christ, to all that the Father had given Him.
This is the reason no one can boast. It was not a matter of our having
the wisdom to choose whereas others did not. Notice the Scriptures:

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and
I will raise him up at the last day.

John 6:45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.
John 6:65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except
it were given unto him of my Father.
Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
even as others.
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.
You may ask, “Are we not to believe and repent?” Yes, we are to do
these things if we are to be saved. The question is, can we do so in our
own natural strength? The Scriptures answer that we cannot. Faith
and repentance are also given to us by Jesus through the Word and
Spirit so that we may believe.
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Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.
31
Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God:
Acts 11:15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.
16
Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 17 Forasmuch then as God gave them
the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I
could withstand God?
The last passage is Peter explaining why he baptized Cornelius, a
Gentile. He gives the explanation that God granted the Holy Spirit to
the Gentiles, and enabled them to believe in Jesus. It is God who opens
the hearts of men and women so they believe in Jesus. There is no
room for anyone to boast.

Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of
the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira,
which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto
the things which were spoken of Paul.
We are called upon to believe in Jesus as the only Savior of sinners. We
are called upon to repent of our sins. Faith and repentances are both
gifts which Jesus has secured for us, but we have to exercise them in
order to be saved. We cannot go on living as before and yet claim to be
believers in Jesus. One, who continues a life of sin and yet claims to be
a believer, is like a man wanting both to fly to some destination and at
the same time remain where he is. It’s impossible. So are many who
claim they are followers of Jesus Christ and continue in sin.
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13
jesus the savior will be
the judge of mankind

O

ther world religions may teach about Judgment, but no
individual claimed to be the Judge. The Lord Jesus teaches that

men’s destinies will be decided by how they responded to His

words. Jesus will be the Judge of all mankind. Not only will mankind

be judged by His words and how they reacted to them, but also by how
they treated His followers. Listen to these passages:

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 24 Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which
built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26
And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was
the fall of it.
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Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred,
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye
took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44
Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst,
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall
he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it not to me.
God the Father has appointed His Son Jesus Christ as Judge by raising
Him from the dead. There will be no excuse for anyone who hears the
gospel and does not believe. The gospel is absolutely free, though it
cost God’s own Son. There is nothing we have to add to that work. We
cannot earn it, but must accept it by faith, which is itself a gift from
God. One man gives this imaginary scenario of the Judgment. It is
called the “Long Silence”.
At the end of time, billions of people were scattered on a great plain
before God’s throne.
Most shrank back from the brilliant light before them.

But some groups near the front talked heatedly—not with cringing
shame, but with belligerence.

“Can God judge us? How can he know about suffering?” snapped a pert
young brunette. She ripped open a sleeve to reveal a tattooed number
from a Nazi concentration camp. ‘We endured terror…beatings…
torture…death!’
In another group a Negro boy lowered his collar. “What about this?”
he demanded, showing an ugly rope burn. “Lynched for no crime but
being black!”
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“In another crowd, a pregnant schoolgirl with sullen eyes “Why should
I suffer?” she murmured. “It wasn’t my fault.”

Far out across the plain were hundreds of such groups. Each had a
complaint against God for the evil and suffering he permitted in his
world.
How lucky God was to live in heaven where all was sweetness and
light, where there was no weeping or fear, no hunger or hatred.

What did God know of all that men had been forced to endure in this
world? For God leads a pretty sheltered life, they said.
So each of these groups sent forth their leader, chosen because he had
suffered the most. A Jew, a Negro, a person from Hiroshima, a horribly
deformed arthritic, a thalidomide child.
In the center of the plain they consulted with each other. At last they
were ready to present their case. It was rather clever.

Before God could be qualified to be their judge, he must endure what
they had endured. Their decision was that God should be sentenced to
live on earth—as a man!
Let him be born a Jew. Let the legitimacy of his birth be doubted.

Give him a work so difficult that even his family will think him out
of his mind when he tries to do it. Let him be betrayed by his closest
friends. Let him face false charges, be tried by a prejudiced jury and
convicted by a cowardly judge. Let him be tortured.
At the last, let him see what it means to be terribly alone. Then let him
die. Let him die so that there can be no doubt he died.

As each leader announced his portion of the sentence, loud murmurs
of approval went up from the throng of people assembled.
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When the last had finished pronouncing sentence there was a long
silence. No one uttered another word. No one moved. For suddenly
all knew that God had already served his sentence.”8
Beloved friend, this booklet has tried to outline for you why Jesus
Christ is the only Savior for all mankind. It has been very difficult to
write, since so many thoughts flooded my mind, that I was overcome
with the greatness of our Savior that none can compare with Him.
The words of John took on new meaning as I wrote this booklet: “And
there are also many other things which Jesus did, and the which if they
should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could
not contain the books that should be written” (John 21:25).

8
Steven Travis, The Jesus Hope (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1974), 60-61.
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conclusion

J

esus Christ came into this world to save sinners. All of us are sinners
and stand in need of Him. He has both satisfied God’s justice in His
suffering and fully obeyed the law for sinners who trust in Him.
This is good news for us who sin in word, thought and deed every day.
He promises to make us new creatures and purify us so we are one
day fit to dwell in the new heavens and the new earth. There are only
two responses to this amazing good news: one to believe on Him for
salvation; the other to worship and adore Him. Here is an example. “It
was not long since a pious native Christian in India was asked, on her
dying bed, what was the state of her mind. She replied, ‘Happy, happy!’
Then laying her hand on the Bengalee Bible she said, ‘I have Christ
here;’ then pressing it to her heart she said, ‘And Christ here;’ then
pointing toward heaven she added, ‘And Christ there.’ Thrice blessed
soul. In whatever part of the universe she might be, Christ was with
her. He was formed in her the hope of glory. ‘There is none like Jesus’.”9

9
William S. Plumer, The Grace of Christ or Sinners Saved
by Unmerited Kindness (Keyser, West Virginia: Odom Publications, 1853), 241-242.
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